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Applicant is enclosing Form PTO-1449 (one sheet), along with a copy of each 
listed reference for which a copy is required under 37 C.F.R. §1. 98(a)(2). 

The German language reference EP1 083543 is relevant in that it discloses a 
method that involves simultaneously detecting the individual signals of individual 
microphones and processing them electronically and in a time relationship to each 
other. The speech signals are checked for plausibility for operation of the command 
input using the parameters derived from the analysis and the degree of coherence of 
the individual signals. An Independent claim is also included for a multiple microphone 
arrangement for implementing the method. 

The German language reference DEI 01 56954 is relevant in that it describes a 
visual-acoustic arrangement having microphone/loudspeaker arrangements with several 
microphones or microphone arrays and a loudspeaker or loudspeaker arrays for the 
user, and which are individually adapted. Before any speech activity of at least one 
user, an initialization of the array follows for the user and in addition to the acoustic 
recognition of the user, recognition by an image processing results. An Independent 
claim is given for a visual acoustic method for audio playback speech input and 
communication between several users. 

Applicant respectfully requests the Examiner's consideration of the above 
reference(s) and entry thereof into the record of this application. 

By submitting this Statement, Applicant is attempting to fully comply with the duty 
of candor and good faith mandated by 37 C.F.R. §1.56. As such, this Statement is not 
intended to constitute an admission that any of the enclosed references, or other 
information referred to therein, constitutes "prior art" or is othenA/ise "material to 
patentability," as that phrase is defined in 37 C.F.R. §1. 56(a). 

Applicant has calculated no fee to be due in connection with the filing of this 
Statement. However, the Director is authorized to charge any fee deficiency associated 
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accompanying this Statement. 
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